OBA Calling

November 2024

The November edition of the Calling includes all OBA
events till 30-11-2024 and aims to offer a comprehensive
view of the OBA’s current activities.
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Message from the Principal

Dear Old Boys and Girls,

| would like to place on record the
generous and unstinting support
extended to me by all of you,

individually and collectively. It is a well- known fact that the
Old Boys and Girls of SIBHS are a rare and precious group of
people. Your drive and enthusiasm to stay engaged in a
meaningful way, makes a huge difference to the school and
we thank you for it. Your sense of duty and service epitomises
the Jesuit teachings which you gained in your years under this
roof. All young Josephites see your example and you are their
role models.

Our new OBA Committee has set the tone for the rest of the
year and we remain in awe of their drive and initiative to give
back to their alma mater. | thank the President, Mr Aditya
Kaura, Secretary Mr Roger Doss and the Committee members
for all that they have done to make the OBA a vibrant and
integral part of school. Our OBA has taken a keen interest in
our collaboration with our sister schools in rural areas,
especially through the Loyola Technology Center and we
sincerely thank them for the same.

We recount with gratitude the support that the OBA has
extended by way of upgraded Insurance Schemes for
teachers, Scholarships for students, Mid-Day Meals and



backing of our sportspersons and much more. It is heart-
warming to see the Inter Batch games organized from time to
time across several sports. It is this camaraderie that is the
heart and soul of our OBA.

As we approach Christmas and the ensuing celebrations, we
thank the OBA for all that they do and wish them the very
best in the coming year. | wish you the Joy and Peace of
Christmas filled with God’s choicest Blessings. Let us stand in
the light of God — where Love overcomes hatred; Light
overcomes darkness; Truth overcomes deceit, and Hope
overcomes despair.

Wishing the OBA all success.
May God bless us all abundantly!
Fr Sunil Fernandes, SJ



Message from the President, OBA

Dear Old Boys and Girls,

This year’s OBA Management Committee
has ten members who have continued
from last year and three new members
Biju TJ—1995, Kripal Kulur—1997, Kaushal
Swaroop — 2001. This gives us a lot of
stability in our programs and initiatives
while allowing us to the time to think of new ways to make
the OBA community more relevant and purposeful for all of
us.

Our focus going forward will be to increase the impact of all
the OBA programs, to cover a larger number of students and
teachers. With increased transparency in reporting, the OBA
community will get a clearer insight into how the funds
donated by them are helping students and teachers achieve
greater heights while obtaining all the opportunities that
were given to us, in our school days.

We are grateful to the Razzack Family, for their generous
donation of Rs. 5 Crore and the batch of 1968, for their
contribution of Rs. 25 lacs.

We are also grateful to the OBA General Body, for supporting
the donation of Rs. 1 Crore from the OBA towards the "OBA
Pavilion".

A number of other old boys also have come forward with
donation commitments and Father Principal has prepared a
table for donation options available to old boys. This will be
shared shortly for both domestic as well as international
donations.



Our VP, Chrislyn Cardoza continues to lead the Sports
initiatives of the OBA, which many of you have experienced
and enjoyed. Sunil Rasquinha (Jt. Secretary), continues to
lead the development of the OBA FORUMS and we can expect
to hear from him shortly. Yeshwant Gurjer (Jt. Treasurer),
leads finance and will frequently share updates on that.
Nachiket Shankar with his memorabilia sub-committee has
developed an exciting range of products which will be shared
soon. The OBA funds continue to be ably managed by Jayesh
and Mark delivering strong returns on our portfolio.

We have two resources now deployed full time at the OBA
office to address any queries and our books of accounts are
efficiently managed by the school accounts team.

The OBA would like to thank Fr. Sunil Fernandes S.J., Principal
—SJBHS, for his continued support of the activities of the OBA
and we commit to support the School, in all ways that we can.

Merry Christmas and Seasons Greetings in advance. | look
forward to active participation of the OB's and OG's in the
upcoming events of the OBA.

Fide Et Labore
Aditya Kaura (1991)
President — OBA (2024-25)



Updates from School

SIBHS is right on top! The School ranked #1 in Karnataka and
#2 in India by EducationWorld (EW) India School Rankings
2024-25.
Hearty congratulations to Fr. Principal, the Staff, Parents,
Students and Alumni for their collaboration, guidance and
support.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/ertvamYAKHFdAJeq/?mibextid=WC7FNe

https://www.instagram.com/p/DBTiBfuz9NT/?igsh=NGRjdTNweDJqdDAy

The Playground, Double Basement and New Building Project
is progressing well. The Ground should be ready by December
2024. The Building soon after.
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View of the School, Grounds & New Building as of 29-11-2024
P.C. Nikhil Wintifred, Batch of 2023.
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OBA Activities Since August 2024:

The OBA Weekend 2024

The OBA Weekend 2024 commenced, as usual, on the
weekend leading up to the first Sunday of September 2024.

Sports Day:

The Annual School Sports Day was conducted at SJIHS on
Saturday 315t August, 2024 with, Old Boys Vinay Basavaraj —
1999 and Sabeer Bhatia — 1984 as the Chief Guests for the
morning and afternoon sections respectively.

The 1500M race for OLD Boys was also conducted and Noel
Joseph Prabhu — 2022 won the race.

The event concluded with the traditional club swinging which,
for the first time included Girls from the ISC sections and the
March Past.

Milestone batch events:

The Batches of 1974 and 1999 celebrated their Golden and
Silver Jubilees respectively.

The Batch of 1984 also celebrated 40 years with a Reunion in
Goa and Bangalore.

The 1974 Batch celebrated their Golden Jubilee in the
Concert Hall and felicitated their teacher Mrs. Sait who would
turn 100 Years in a month’s time.



Blue & White Ball, 2024:
The Annual B&W Ball was held on Saturday, 31t August, 2024
at The Chancery Pavilion, Residency Road, Benglauru.

The event was attended by 230

THE BLUE & WHITE Old Boys, Girls & their guests.
[ 324 4 .

DJTT anng with the bd,
‘Hard Attack’, entertained
the gathering.

OBA day:
The OBA day on 1%t September, 2024, began at 7:00am,

with Mass celebrated at - = ‘

the School Chapel by \ (‘f”\ ﬁ =

Rev. | ] -1
P | N

Fr. Daniel Fernandes —
Rector,

aReel J i’

Fr. Sunil Fernandes - E
Principal, SIBHS,
Fr. Michael John - Loy

Former Principal, SIBHS,
Fr. Adrian Mascarenhas & Fr. Sandeep Menezes — Old Boys
from the Batches of 1994 & 1999 respectively.



Mass was followed by a solemn march, to the war memorial.
A wreath was laid to honour the Old Boys who laid down their
lives in the various wars of the last century.

The School Flag was then
unfurled in the garden
around the war memorial
and the School Anthem
was sung with great gusto
by all those present.

Breakfast was served in the refectory and was followed by the
traditional group photograph.

The Photograph, this year too, was taken in the landing area
outside the Auditorium.
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The Annual General Meeting:
The Annual General Body Meeting commenced at 9:30 am.

The OBA Significant Achievement Awards were given to Dr.
B. V. Murali Mohan, Batch of 1973-74 and Air Commodore
Rohit Vijaydev, Batch of 1991.

The OBA Lifetime Achievement Awards were given to Dr.
Chittaranjan Andrade, Batch of 1974 and Dilip D’Cunha, Batch
of 1973-74.

The business session of the AGM was conducted after this.
The MC presented its report for the year 2023-24. Matters
relating to the Accounts of the Association and Revisions to
the Memorandum of Association, were discussed in detail
before being considered. The MC is very grateful for the
healthy debates and the constructive outcomes.

The New Managing Committee for the year 2024-25 was
elected as follows:

Office Bearers Name Batch
President Aditya Kaura 1991
Vice President Chrislyn Cardoza 1992
Secretary Roger Doss 2001
Treasurer Fr. Principal
Jt. Treasurer Yeshwant Gurjer 1991
Jt. Secretary Sunil Rasquinha 1995
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MC Members Name Batch
Member KT Lazar 1985
Member Roshni Gera 2013
Member Nachiket Shankar 1992
Member Ryan James 2017
Member Aaron Rohanraj 2019
Member BijuT)J 1995
Member Kripal Kulur 1997
Member Kaushal Swaroop 2009

The AGM was followed by the customary Biriyani Lunch &
fellowship in the Sports Complex. A festive atmosphere
prevailed with the DJ playing hits from across the years,
Widdy’s grandson serving his famous samosas and stick jaw,
the camaraderie amongst the Old Boys and Girls present and
the generous servings of Mutton Biriyani.

Fund Raising:

A special effort was made on the day to raise funds for the
Teacher’s Insurance Scheme. Thanks to this effort and the
generosity of the Old Boys, Rs. 1,23,500/- was raised.
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The OBA Golf Tournament 8.0

The 8th edition of our popular Prestige SIBHS OBA Golf
Tournament was conducted on Saturday, 9th November
2024, at the magnificent Prestige Golfshire, with much
fanfare, enthusiasm and celebration of the indomitable
Josephite spirit.

This year recorded the highest ever participation with 110
golfers who played an ‘open’ and ‘handicap stableford’
format that commenced with a shotgun start at 11:00Am

The competition was exciting as were prizes on offer.

¥

The evening saw an enthusiastic attendance with 145 alumni
for the sundowner, dinner and cocktail function with the
presentation ceremony being the main highlight.

The OBA is very grateful to the sponsors and the members of
the OBA Golf Sub-Committee, some who have been
associated with this event since its inception.
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The Chennai Connect 2024

The Chennai Connect was held at the Officers Training
Academy — Chennai, on October 13th, 2024.

A truly memorable OBA connect! Perfectly planned to the
minutest detail, from the tour of OTA, to the lilting live music,
especially numbers sung by Lt. Gen. Fernandez, food, drinks
and school friends.

The warm and unbounded hospitality of Lt. Gen. Michael
Fernandez (Batch of 1984) & Mrs. Pearl Fernandez made it a
day to reckon with. Father Sunil, shared updates and progress
of our Alma mater.

St JOSEPH’S BOYS HIGH SCHOOL
OBA Chennai Connect - 13 Oct 2024

A big thanks to Jayakar (Batch of 1962), for the assorted
goodies, to Lt. Col. Praveen Sardar for his meticulous planning
and to all the officers/ staff who made each moment so
special!
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OBA Century Football Tournament 2024

Celebrating the School’s rich sporting legacy and fostering
camaraderie among past and present students, The SIBHS
OBA Century Football Tournament 2024, was held on 20t
October, 20204, at the SUFC Grounds, Ulsoor.

The tournament was inaugurated by Fr. Sunil Fernandes S.J,
Principal SJIBHS and Mr. M. N. Anuchet (Batch of 2000), Joint
Commissioner of Police - Traffic.

The competition, divided into three categories based on
alumni batches: Joseph Andrade Trophy (Pre-2004), Charles
Noronha Trophy (2004-2013), and Mr. Shivaprakash Trophy
(2014-2024).

Each category featured intense matches and fierce
competition as teams from different batches vied for glory.
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The Joseph Andrade Trophy
(Pre-2004) - the Batch of 1998
emerged victorious,

defeating the Batch of 2000,
who finished as runners-up.

‘l

Century

CENTURY iwreerch Il The Charles Noronha Trophy
FllllTBlll.lT""IIHﬂMEIIT

(2004-2013) - The Batch of 2012
took home the trophy, with the
Batch of 2008 securing second
place.

The Mr. Shivaprakash
Trophy (2014-2024) - The
Batch of 2024 triumphed
over runner’s-up, the
Batch of 2022,

The event concluded with the Prize Distribution and speeches
by Mr. Shivaprakash and Mr. Charles Noronha.

Special thanks go to Roots Football Club, who provided
invaluable support in managing the operations of the entire
tournament.
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Upcoming Events 2024-25
OBA Christmas Dinner — 06" Dec, 2024
Register now:

https://sjbhsoba.net/donation/oba-
christmas-dinner-2024/

SJBHS OBA JIMMY ANKLESARIA

\
INTER BATCH
[[§ CRICKET TOURNAMENT

OBA Jimmy Anklesaria Cricket @ e
Tournament — 8™ Dec, 2024

9 SIBHS Grounds

y next
Vo
UNext - Josephite Run

' I
' 4 SET- Go 2025 — 19 Jan, 2025
' H Ennv 19 January 2025
3km | 5km | 10km

Register now:
”””azglgtl!, http://josephiterun.in

REGISTER NOW
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OBA Chapter / International Connect Updates:

Atlantic Connect, Toronto

215t & 22" September 2024.

Josephites from across Eastern Canada met at their annual
Atlantic Connect in Toronto. A two-day celebration that
focused on fostering the Josephite spirit and camaraderie
among alumni and their families.

On Saturday evening, approximately 20 Josephites gathered
at a vibrant downtown restaurant, creating an atmosphere
filled with laughter and shared memories. The night was a
joyful reunion, where old friends reminisced and new
connections were forged, embodying the strong bonds that
define the Josephite community.
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The following day, the festivities moved to a scenic park in
Toronto, where families and friends joined in for a day of
outdoor activities and connection. The park setting provided
a perfect backdrop for the Josephite spirit to shine, as
attendees engaged in games, shared stories, and celebrated
the rich legacy of our alma mater.

;X

o P
[

RN

Pacific Cohneét - Mount Robson, B
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The Bikers of SJBHS OBA
14 to 17" November, 2024

The Bikers of SIBHSOBA wrapped up the 8th Anniversary Ride
to Goa, with possibly the biggest participation yet!

With 36 Josephites from batches 1988 to 2013, it was a ride
filled with adventure, brotherhood, lots of laughter and
unforgettable memories. The pictures say it all!

At Pélolem Béach, Souti\ Goa.
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The OBA and School Infrastructure:

The Razzack Family Contribution

Irfan Razzack (Batch of 1968), Rezwan Razzack (Batch of
1970) and Noaman Razzack (Batch of 1974) together,
contributed Rupees Five Crore towards the Playground,
Double Basement and New Building project.

Through this, the Razzack Family continued their tradition of
supporting the School and making significant contributions to
the development of infrastructure at SJBHS.

A plague was installed in School to honour their contribution.

L-R: Fr. Daniel Fernandes S.J, Rector, Mr. Rezwan Razzack, Mr.
Irfan Razzack, Fr. Sunil Fernandes S.J, Principal SJIBHS
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The OBA Pavilion

The OBA at its 106™ AGM decided to contribute Rupees One
Crore, towards the New School Building. This marks the first
contribution by the OBA, as a whole, towards Infrastructure
Development in the School.

The School, as a sign of gratitude and acknowledgement of
the OBA’s significant support over the years decided to name
the New Pavilion as the OBA Pavilion.

This contribution was handed over to School on 26-09-2024.

Aditya Kaura, President — SJIBHS OBA, handing over the Cheque to
Fr. Sunil Fernandes S.J., Principal — SJBHS.

22



The Batch of 1968 Contribution

To honour their Principal, Fr. Claude D’Souza S.J., the batch
had collected a sum of Rupees Twenty-Five Lakhs. This
amount was directed to the School to support the
Playground, Double Basement and New Building project.

A classroom will be named in memory of Fr. Claude D’Souza
S.J.

Shailendra Gupta - Representing the Batch of 1968 hands over
the Cheque to Fr. Sunil Fernandes S.J., Principal — SJBHS.
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Interview with an ‘Old Boy’

Through this section, the Calling aims to connect with OBs and OGs,
jog their memories of school and life, connect them into the OBA
fold and activity. We feature them in our publications to
acknowledge and share their life’s journey and to serve as
inspiration and support for others in our community.

Dr Gregory Marcar: OAM, M.B;B S, DPH - Batch of 1956
(As recorded by Ken Williams — Batch of 1999)

' Greg was a pupil at St Joseph's from 2" Std
when Fr. J.A.B. Coelho S.J. and Fr. M. Biscaro
 S.J. served as Principals. He graduated in
1956.

He went on to study medicine at Bangalore
Medical College and emigrated to
Australia(Sydney) in 1967 and commenced
his career as assistant medical officer of
Health with New South Wales Health and
held various roles with Lidcombe Hospital,
NSW Health and Government.

He was the Foundation President of the Overseas Medical
Graduates Association which has subsequently evolved into
The Australian Indian Medical Graduates Association.

He found this role particularly satisfying as The Association
went on to address issues concerning registration to practice
medicine and the required qualifying examinations.

The Association successfully sought to improve the position
for overseas medical graduates through advocacy and
legislative change.
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He has also been involved in voluntary activities in advocacy
and conservation which culminated in being awarded
an Order of Australia(OAM) in 2023 for his service to
medicine.

Greg with Her Excellency, Governor of NSW, Margaret Beazley at
the OAM investiture — NSW Government House, Sydney.

To know more about ‘Order Of Australia(OAM)’:
https://hillstohawkesbury.com.au/kings-birthday-honours/

He is a life member of St.Joseph's OBA and has always been
inspired by our school motto, "faith and toil." His advice to
young Josephites about to face the World is to love and
believe in what you do and give it all you've got, Fide et
Labore.

25


https://hillstohawkesbury.com.au/kings-birthday-honours/

Josepheights!!

The OBA Celebrates Landmarks & Significant Achievements
of Josephites

Mrs. Sait — Retired Teacher —
Turns 100!!
05-10-2024

Here with Zaki Khaleeli —
Batch of 1973
Past President — SJBHS OBA

K Shreekumar Nair
Batch of 1973-74:

Received a Commendation by
the Chief of Air Staff

Indian Air Force

For his dedication &
professionalism in the field of
military journalism and for
enhancing the image of the
Armed Forces through his book,
‘The Forgotten Few’.
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Varun Muthappa

Batch of 2020:

Selected to represent India on
the India Amateur Golf Team.
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Shresht A Bopanna
Std Xil

At the CISCE

National Athletic Meet:
In the U-19 Boys Cat,
Won Gold in:

400m,

4x100m relay,

4x400m relay.

Won Bronze in 200m.
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Irfan Razzack
Batch of 1968

Awarded the
Karnataka
Rajyotsava
Award
01-11-2024



Josephites, Unforgotten!

The OBA regrets the sad demise of the following Old Boys.
May their souls rest in peace. Our deepest condolences to the
bereaved families.

Josephite Batch Date of demise
Alan Bernard Rego 1978 10-Sep-24
Manet Mario Paes 1965 15-Oct-24

K V Kurien 1960 30-Oct-24
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Communicate with The OBA

Visit our website: https://sibhsoba.net/

Forums to Connect with each other: https://sibhsoba.net/forum/

Follow us on Instagram: @sjbhsoba.official or click:
https://instagram.com/sjbhsoba.official?igshid=0GQ5ZDc20Dk2Z
A::

Nomination forms for Lifetime & Significant Achievement Awards
https://sibhsoba.net/old-boys/scrolls-of-honour/

Write to us at:
Secretary: secretary@sjbhsoba.net
Jt. Secretary: communications@sjbhsoba.net

Call us at: +91 98809 17152
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