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OBA Calendar Dec 2021 – Feb 2022  
 

SJBHS OBA Basketball Tournament –  
December 18  
SJBHS OBA Jimmy Anklesaria Cricket Tournament –  
December 18 
SJBHA OBA Kids & Family Christmas Evening –  
December 18 
SJBHS OBA War Memorial Service –  
January 15  
SJBHS OBA Prestige Golf Tournament –  
January 22 
Welcome to OBA – 
January 28 
JOSEXCEL –  
February 12 
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From the President’s Desk 
 
Dear Josephites,  
 
It has been an interesting first 3 months for this Managing 
Committee hedging the Corona pandemic. Thank you to 
the General Body at the outset, for keeping Faith with us 
and electing this MC unanimously. Thanks to my team, we 
have put in the Toil and clocked 5 meetings in 3 months 
and put many a process and protocol in place; we were 
rewarded with a heartwarming turnout on October 23. 
 
SPLICE is a new venture with which we aim to keep you 
abreast of our activities on a more regular basis & as 
promised, hope to build on the connectivity & camaraderie 
between Josephites worldwide.  
 
We are on the lookout for OB/OG to put up their hands and 
help with the OBA's niche Career Guidance initiative which 
we hope to take to a 'virtually' new plane. This is a "felt 
need" by the school. We would be grateful if some of you 
could please take some time to capture your career 
journey in a short video. A special appeal to 'Young 
Josephites': one doesn't need to be a CEO to chronicle your 
path. The school kids are interested in your journey and 
trials et tips en route. Please send your videos to us at 
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secretary@sjbhsoba.net. We will edit and curate them into 
a collection that students can draw upon from our archives 
in addition to any in-person sessions we may conduct.  
 
Please find attached below a snapshot of the Financial 
Portfolio of the OBA that our treasurer has compiled. You 
will notice that we have a shortfall of some magnitude. The 
lacunae and areas of need are evident.  
 
We have begun earnestly by attempting to ensure that all 
the regular calendar events we host are self-sustaining, 
pre-budgeted, and beginning with our sports, covered with 
a corpus; we hope to end with a profit which we can then 
reinvest back into our system. In these Corona times, our 
Alma Mater is facing countless challenges not least of them 
being the fee payments of students' who are bereaved of 
one or both parents. We have thus far contributed a fund 
of 7.5 lakh INR (and more to follow thanks to generous 
donors) towards a scheme we call the "Loyola Scholars" 
through which we aim to cover the entire tuition fee of a 
particular student from class 1-10. Eleven such deserving 
students have thus far been the beneficiaries of this 
scheme. This is over and above our regular scholarship 
program which we are forced to cap at 10 lakh INR/year. 
The Teachers Insurance Fund is most appreciated by our 
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Teachers and many of them were benefited by it in the last 
year. But with that, the premiums too invariably rise.  
 
The NA chapter JAANA has graciously offered to chip in and 
we have shared the statistics with them. We have 
communicated with batches & donors asking them to top 
up their funds and are reaching out to all, junior and senior.  
 
We are proposing a SIP scheme catering to younger 
Josephites, wherein we request you to provide a standing 
instruction to your bank to directly debit your account in 
favour of the OBA account a fixed sum each month (INR 
500 – 1000 e.g.) as per your means. No amount in cash or 
kind is too small.   
 
A special Thank You to all those of you who give your time 
generously on all our OBA sub-committee & work tirelessly 
behind the scenes.  
 
Look forward to seeing more of you at our next major 
event on Saturday, Dec 18th!! 
 
Fide et Labore.  
 
Dr Praveen Rodrigues 
President, OBA MC 2021-2022. 
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Funding gaps in OBA finances 
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Meet the Managing Committee 2021-22 
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Upcoming OBA Events 
 

 
 
Watch out for notifications on other upcoming events 
during January and February 2022.   
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Recently Concluded OBA Event 
 
Inter-batch Football Tournament 6.0 
 
The OBA just completed the Inter-batch Football 
Tournament 6.0 on October 23 and it was a resounding 
success on many fronts thanks to all who actively 
participated.  
 
Big thank you to the Century Group for partnering with us 
this year and for agreeing to continue their patronage for 
the foreseeable future. Our tournament will now be 
rebranded as the OBA-Century Football tournament.  
 
Thank you to all those who volunteered their help gratis on 
the Sports Sub Committee at different levels and who do 
this year on end. This has turned out to be the Football 
tournament of the ‘century’ thanks to their support.  
 
Salient features of this year's tournament: 
 
* Highest ever turnout of teams: 35+ teams with players 
spanning 4 decades.  
* 400+ players participated 
* 70+ matches were played over one day to decide the 
winners of the four "#$%Trophies. 
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* Renamed our trophies to honour past legends & sports 
teachers of our school:  
• Pre-1990: Widdy's Trophy 
• 1990-1999: Mr Joseph Andrade Trophy 
• 2000-2010: Mr Charles Noronha Trophy 
• 2011-2021: Mr Shivaprakash (Shikari) Trophy 
 
The Teachers were also honoured as the Chief Guests; Mrs 
Anne Andrade (herself a teacher) represented her late 
husband. Mr Shivaprakash and Mr Uday Kumar gave away 
the trophies and &'()*+medals et al. The school Anthem was 
led by an all-girl team for the first time and the OBA was 
pleased to have Old Girls attend a major event in large 
numbers, also for the first time.  
 
* First time we had a girls soccer match & two teams 
battled it out for honors. 
 
Tournament winners and runners-up: 
• Winners: 1997, 2009, 2012 
• Runners-up: 1996, 2010, 2017 
 
Special Prizes were given for each "#$%: Golden Glove, 
Golden Boot & Man of the tournament.  
Points were accumulated across the tournament for each 
MOM, winners & runners up, etc 
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• St Andrew’s: 45 
• St David’s: 63 
• St George’s: 62 
• St Patrick’s: 45 
 
These points will be carried forward in all our sports events 
and in the end a trophy "#$% will be awarded to the Top 
House at the next AGM. 
 
* LIVE streamed all matches for the first time & these are 
still available for viewing on SportVot.com 
 
* Double-sided Football Bibs were sponsored by the 
Century Group and this was handed out to all players gratis 
along with other value-added substances like sunscreens 
& sanitizer sachet et al in goody-bags 
 
* Last but not least, our balance sheets showed profits to 
the tune of 90,000 INR. This amount will be plowed back 
into our charitable causes such as scholarships & teachers' 
insurance funds.  
 
Footballers all play for a cause higher than just football and 
we hope this amount multiplies over the years and if it 
resonates with all of your supporters, we encourage you to 
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step forward and support these OBA initiatives through 
your donations.  
 
Our next Major Sporting Event is scheduled for December 
18 where we plan to have a day-long gala festival of 
Cricket ,-./01, Basketball 234 (inaugural) & an X-mas special 
from 4-6 pm for Families and Kids.  
 
Look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.  
 
Fide et Labore 
Chrislyn Cardoza 
OBA Sports Secretary 2020-2021.  
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Letter from Mr Shivaprakash (“Shikari”) 
 

Dear Dr Praveen,  

At the outset, I would like to congratulate you and the OBA 
managing committee members for making the OBA Century 
Inter Batch Football tournament 6.0 a successful and 
memorable event.  

The participation of a record number of teams in this year's 
edition is noteworthy. I was very happy to see that the 
matches were played in the right spirit of sportsmanship.  

Also, an opportunity for the girls to play an exhibition match 
was a good idea "#$%&.  The tournament was well organized and 
completed on time. Congratulations to all the officials and 
ground staff '()*  for their efforts in making this happen.  

On a personal note,  I thank you and the OBA for inviting me to 
the inauguration and the closing ceremony of the tournament 
and honouring me by naming a trophy after me. This act of 
recognition and gratitude is deeply appreciated by me and my 
family. Thank you.  

I would love to extend my services and help in all ways to make 
your future programs successful. Wishing you and the OBA all 
the best in your future endeavors. My prayers are for 
everyone's good health and happiness. 

Warm wishes,  

Shikari.  



 

15 
 

In Gratitude To St Joseph’s  
 

Contributed by Hugo’s children  

 

 

Hugo Mario de Souza (Batch 
of 1931) holds the distinction 
of being the oldest Old Boy 
who ever lived. He passed 
away on Aug 7, 2021, just 24 
days short of his 105th 
birthday.  
 

Proud to have been a Josephite, Hugo always remained 
indebted to his alma mater. Born in Beira, East Africa, Hugo 
was sent to Bangalore in the 1920s, with the main 
objective of attaining a sound education in English. St 
Joseph’s European High School was then run by the French 
Foreign Missionaries, who had already established a 
worldwide reputation for moral upbringing, scholastic 
standards, and all-around development.  
 
As a boarder, Hugo was exposed to equal emphasis on 
academics and sports. He saw the same ideals being 
pursued by the Jesuits who took over the school in 1937. 
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His three sons followed by his grandchildren living in 
Bengaluru passed through the same portals of learning. 
 
Passing out from St Joseph’s, Hugo got certified as an 
electrical and electronics engineer and worked at 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited as an overhaul and quality 
control engineer. After retiring from HAL, Hugo worked in 
an almost honorary capacity for over a decade at the 
Archdiocese of Bangalore.  
 
Of the many things we as children learned from him, 
perhaps the most important was integrity. He taught us to 
be honest in money matters, to be accountable to the last 
paisa.   
 
Another important quality we learned from Dad, was the 
value of hard work. We were taught that success is the 
result of one’s efforts, coupled with blessings from God.  
 
And the third value that Dad often stressed was family 
togetherness. He was strict with us when we were 
children, but as we grew older he became a friend and 
counselor.  
 
If the five of us have done fairly well in life, it’s because of 
our parents, the good education that they pushed us to 
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attain, the values we imbibed from them, to overcome 
obstacles with hard work and perseverance.  
 
This is an opportunity to publicly acknowledge and thank 
St Joseph’s Boys’ High School for the numerous benefits 
that have accrued to us because of the finest education 
imparted to our father. Our school anthem sums up the 
way Dad lived. 
 
May this noble institution be blessed for the positive 
impact it has had in the lives of thousands of families since 
the time it was established in 1858.   
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Josepheight!  
 

Dr Vijay Joseph (1972 ICSE)  

 

 

I joined SJBHS in the 8th standard in 
1970, during the tenure of Fr A P 
Roberts, SJ. I opted to do the ICSE 
and passed out in December 1972. 
Fr Hedwig D’Costa, SJ had become 
the Principal that year, taking over 
from Fr Andrade, SJ.  

 
I was in St George’s house and played hockey and football 
for the house. I also represented the School “B’ team in 
hockey.  
 
I went on to do my PUC in St Joseph’s college and joined St 
John’s Medical College, Bangalore, for my MBBS in 1975. I 
represented St Johns in hockey from 1975, until I passed 
out in 1981, and also the Bangalore University in 1978. I 
was a constant member of the Old Boy’s hockey team, for 
the annual hockey match at school, in those years. 
 
I did a Masters in General Surgery at Bangalore Medical 
College and Master of Chirurgiae (an advanced surgical 
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degree) from the Post-Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education at Chandigarh, in Plastic and Reconstructive 
surgery. I joined St John’s Medical College, as faculty, in 
1992 and have been there for the last 30 years. My work 
has predominantly been reconstructive surgery for 
persons with large wounds, burns, accidents, after cancer 
excisions, and hand surgery. I have a special interest in 
treating children with congenital cleft deformities of the 
face. 
 
My father served in the Indian Army, which took me to 
schools all over the country. I consider myself very 
fortunate to have had the last few years of my schooling at 
SJBHS. I cherish very fond memories of School- the 
wonderful teachers, the support staff, my contemporaries, 
the encouragement, the opportunities, and the 
camaraderie that has lingered through the years. 
 
In Faith & Toil!  
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Lunch Breaks – Rajesh Nayak (1985 ICSE) 
 
The grand old school building always evoked a sense of awe in 
me whenever I entered its premises.  For a nine-year-old in 
1978, the building looked imposing, solid, and mysterious.  As a 
day scholar who depended on the vagaries of the BTS buses to 
ferry me home, I did not have the luxury of staying back after 
school to participate in house games.  Saturdays were off in 
primary school, so it was only in the lunch breaks that I got to 
explore the school. 
 
I spent the first few weeks during lunch break exploring all 
corners of the school. From the alleged secret tunnel in Down 
Field that led to Sacred Hearts to the small field adjacent to the 
Art room where turkeys roamed freely until they found their 
way to the dining table of the resident priests. The statue of St 
Joseph with names of martyred old boys, the quaint parlour, the 
primary school library (reputedly a dungeon for Italian POWs), 
the Grotto, and the Chapel. All exciting stuff for a nine-year-old. 
 
When I started school, my mother used to send me a "hot" lunch 
with a dabbawallah.  He would arrive sometime before 12:45 
pm and I would make my way over to the low wall that 
separated the school ground from the Degree College building.  I 
would perch myself on the wall and chat with friends as I ate my 
lunch.  Lunches were eaten leisurely, yet there was plenty of 
time to play during the break. 
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Games varied in fourth grade - hand cricket near the pavilion, 
emulating Tarzan by swinging from the vines of the banyan tree 
adjacent to the grotto, chasing shadows of kites on the 
playground, chasing each other near the swimming pool, and 
trying to bombard friends with German arrows.  A game of 
hawli-kawli (Kings) was perfect when we had too much energy 
to expend.  Football was out of reach for us whippersnappers, 
the older boys occupied the big field.  
 
There were other interesting diversions too.  There was "Stamp 
Man" who came with a briefcase containing old stamps, 
postcards, and coins.  He would sit on the afore-mentioned 
wall.  I rarely had the money to buy anything from him but he 
would kindly allow me to look at the contents of his 
briefcase.  My brother was better positioned in this regard and 
he occasionally purchased old postcards and stamps from 
him.  Lunch breaks were also a convenient time to hop over to 
Sridhar or Sree Devi on Residency Road to purchase stationaries 
or to the Bible Society to pick up birthday cards. 
 
There was the "ice cream" lady who along with a helper sold ice 
creams on Wednesdays.  Vanilla and Strawberry ice cream 
served in a cone. It cost a Rupee, a princely sum considering one 
could get 4 vegetable samosas from Widdy’s for the same 
amount.  I was usually short of a Rupee but I found that by 
lurking in the vicinity, I could casually saunter by when my 
brother bought a cone.  He could not in good conscience ignore 
his "starving" sibling and he would buy me ice cream. 
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A vivid memory of those lunch breaks is that of Fr Shenoy 
walking around on the "big field" surrounded by a gaggle of 
fourth and fifth standard boys.  He knew every student's 
name.  A football goal was applauded, shoving and rough play 
were admonished and there was good-natured ribbing and 
joking.  I suspect he got to know the boys a lot better during his 
afternoon rounds.   
 
When I got into 7th grade, a few things changed. We shifted our 
residence and I started carrying a "dry lunch". Not being 
tethered to the wall meant I now ate lunch in the multipurpose 
hall. I also joined the Scouts and I found myself in the Scout 
room preparing for Tenderfoot and Second class tests and later 
administering them to others. 
 
In eight standard, a group of us pitched in money and bought a 
football.   I was never good enough to even play for my house 
(St Patrick’s) and in all those lunch breaks, I managed to score a 
solitary goal. I felt like Pele that day! My shoes wore out much 
to my parents' chagrin. I was an incorrigible "toer".  No Nikes or 
Adidas, we just played in our Bata leather shoes.  A few lucky 
boys wore Golas, which were essentially black colored sports 
shoes. 
 
As I grew older and had access to the senior library, I found 
myself perusing its excellent collection of reference books.  This 
was Mr Alan MacBride's domain.  He glowered at anyone who 
dared speak loudly and the silence that prevailed in the library 
would make any librarian proud. It wasn't always quiet. When 
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the mood struck him, he would play LPs on the music system. 
“Da da da” by Trio still stands out in my mind. There was furious 
cramming for prelims and ICSE towards the end of my tenth 
standard and I thanked Mr MacBride for maintaining the silence 
in the library. 
 
In all my years in school, I never ate at the refectory. I peeked in 
a few times and was struck by the paintings on the wall. I finally 
got to eat at the refectory when I graduated and attended my 
first OBA breakfast I also ate lunch in the lunchroom just once. 
The room was located towards the cycle stand. It seemed very 
formal and dark inside. 
 
While I brought my lunch in every day, it was a special treat to 
eat lunch at Widdy’s. I spent the morning figuring out what I 
would purchase for lunch. Samosas were a no-brainer but by 
sacrificing a samosa, I could have a bonda, a stickjaw, or a 
combination of the coconut burfi, kaka sweets, and the fried 
peas ("farting tablets"). I would make a beeline to Widdy’s at the 
first peals of the lunch bell and jostle with the throng of hungry 
boys to get Widdy’s attention.  
 
It's been over thirty-five years since I finished High School and I 
still marvel at the seemingly limitless expanse of time that my 
school days in general and those lunch breaks, in particular, 
offered me. No smartphones or video games, just the company 
of my friends and a sense of freedom that I took for granted. 
Those were the days, my friends! 
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Josephites, Unforgotten! 
 
The OBA regrets the sad demise of the following Old Boys. May their 
souls rest in peace. Our deepest condolences to the bereaved 
families: 

Josephite Batch Date of demise 
S Bharat Kumar 1976 September 15 
Peter Noronha 1974 October 13 
Abdul Jabbar 1948 October 13 

Eugene Saldanha 1975 October 22 
R Chandramohan 1968 November 13 
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Connect with the OBA!  
 
The OBA invites you to contribute to future editions of 
the OBA Calling.  
+91.80. 2229.1711                                                                            
communications@sjbhsoba.net 
 
OBA website      OBA Calling Archives      Privacy Policy 
 
 

OBA Calling Editorial Team 
Gavin Cordeiro (1974 ICSE) 

Jyotinath Ganguly (1975 ICSE) 
Dr Praveen Rodrigues (1985 ICSE) 

Rajesh Nayak (1985 ICSE) 
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